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The Distance Education Project at Laayoune Higher School of Technology-laayoune 

 Announces The Call for Papers for an upcoming International conference tobe held at  
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                    Distance Education and Institutionalization Contexts  

                                             Comparative Experiences  
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RATIONALE 

 

With its detrimental effects, the COVID-19 pandemic has created the largest disruption of education systems 

in history, affecting nearly 1.6 billion learners in more than 190 countries and all continents. Quarantine 

periods as well as closures of schools and other learning spaces have impacted 94 per cent of the world’s 

student population, up to 99 per cent in low and lower-middle income countries. 

 

More than 90 per cent of governments adopted some form of remote learning, reaching almost 70 per cent 

of schoolchildren – more than 1 billion of children worldwide. However, about 30 per cent of schoolchildren 

globally either do not have necessary technology for remote learning available at home or were not reached 

by the remote learning policies. The highest rate of children that cannot be reached are in sub-Saharan 

Africa. Younger children are especially left behind. At least two out of three pre-primary school students 

cannot be reached 

with remote learning. Television, despite its constraints in sharing course materials, provided the highest 

coverage allowing for reaching 62 per cent of schoolchildren globally. Internet channels reach only 24 per 

cent of schoolchildren globally, reflecting socio-economic inequality and a deep digital divide 

 

This fact has shed light on the national legislation pertaining to "distance education", in particular higher 

education. This new reality, arising out of the COVID-19 pandemic, made it necessary  for universities to 

seek digital alternatives to teaching, evaluation and examinations, circumventing uniformity, developing 

teaching in line with modern concepts, digitizing academic, administrative and financial practices, 

promoting items related to attendance and absence, enabling the principle of integrated education with 

distance education, in order to provide an appropriate environment for education, and to search for open 

learning resources albeit they cannot be alternatives for traditional classroom education.   

 

In this context, efforts have been made to organize distance education in Moroccan universities within a 

comprehensive and integrated approach to the legislative and regulatory framework governing the education 

system in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. The aim was manifold:  to overcome obstacles, enhance 

this system through training teachers to use modern techniques, develop an inter-university platform for e-

learning, monitor numbers of leaners in virtual classrooms, provide appropriate conditions for quality 

education, and strengthen all aspects of governance in universities whether in the field of educational or 

linguistic engineering, the system of evaluation and tracking or the rights and duties of learners and 

educational actors. Also, a system of strategic contracts between the various partners in the educational 

process to engage in distance education has been  enacted and made a choice, pending the issuance of the 

decree regulating distance education, which was set in its legislative path to overcome the chaos that 

witnessed universities regarding the implementation  of distance education in addition to a set of social and 

theoretical issues raised by this type of education, which will be addressed and analyzed in  this symposium 

through two main themes: 
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Theme One: The Issue of Conceptualization and Standardization  

During the past two decades, the world has seen a radically accelerating pace in the development and 

adoption of new technologies. This rapid technological change has affected almost every aspect of life 

including educational sector. Therefore, it becomes indispensable today to embrace and take advantage of 

the vast innovative tools that technology offers to improve and facilitate education through the use ICT for 

networking, learning and knowledge sharing. 

 

The education sector has been and still is the cornerstone of the advancement of societies. Capitalizing on 

the academic and vocational education is a modern sort of a human investment which necessitates averting 

from indoctrination to learning based on discovery, investigation, analysis, deduction and problem-based 

learning approaches. 

 

Any form of education is centered on the learners themselves, and this necessitates the diversity of sources 

and forms of knowledge as well as the exploitation of the latest developments in this field. Perhaps distance 

education remains one of modern forms of education that has enjoyed the development of the digital sphere.  

 

As defined by the United States Distance Learning Association, distance education is "the acquisition of 

knowledge and skills through mediated information and instruction, encompassing all technologies and 

other forms of learning at a distance." It describes the process in which the learner and the teacher, and the 

book are separated in an educational setting and the transfer of traditional environment of education from a 

university and school to   varied and geographically independent environment.  

 

It is a recent phenomenon of education that has evolved with the rapid technological development 

worldwide. It aims at providing education to students who cannot reach it under common conditions. 

Therefore, many countries tend to turn more attention to distance education, despite the potential challenges 

and difficulties, especially after the corona pandemic. 

 

Perhaps this fact may push forward the reconsideration of the concept of distance education and the problem 

of its usage. So, to what extent is this type of modern education able to provide an educational environment 

that is completely similar the actual environment of education in a virtual sphere? What are the tools for 

monitoring and assessing student’s attendance in distance education? How should the issue of evaluations 

and certification be tackled? How legal and constitutional is the mandatory imposition of the distance 

education system and state of health emergency by some countries? What ways are there to legally protect 

the private life and individual liberties under this system? 
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Theme Two: Distance Education, Codification and Institutionalization 

This part seeks to further highlight distance education in the wake of Corona pandemic, as all countries have 

reacted urgently to the educational issue to guarantee that learners are not isolated from sources of 

knowledge. However, distance education cannot achieve its intended goals without providing logistical 

support and continuous credible evaluation, in addition to developing policies and legislations that make 

this type of instruction a legitimate and self-standing education that has legal foundations, assessments and 

grades. Distance education in Morocco was merely not adopted in Morocco following the urgency stressed 

by coronavirus; it was addressed through official educational documents including the National Charter to 

the Strategic Vision for Reform 2015-2030 and the framework law 17-51 which emphasizes the interest of 

the Moroccan educational system in this type of education, at least in terms of perception and theory. In this 

regard, the National Charter for Education and Training (NCET) stipulates that the future aspects of 

technologies will be invested in a number of fields including but not limited to:  

 

 Use of distance education at the middle and high school levels in remote areas. 

 Seeking to achieve equal opportunities by making use of information sources, data banks, and 

communication networks, thereby contributing at the lowest cost to solving the problem of scarcity 

and unequal distribution of libraries and reference documents, 

 The strategic vision of reform includes paragraphs indicating the necessity and importance of using 

distance education as it enhances and complements classroom education, for example: 

 Gradually enhancing distance learning patterns by adopting programs, digital and interactive media, 

and the creation of and educational electronic resources 

 Developing distance learning as a complement to classroom learning and a key factor in building a 

participatory teamwork culture: 

 Diversifying patterns of learning and training, especially at its higher levels, with the aim of 

providing the opportunity for the largest possible number of those wishing to change, deepen, or 

certify their achievements to obtain certificates matching their expertise.  

 Assisting the school, through the professional competencies of entrepreneurship, in establishing 

distance training and rotating training programs for learners in the technical, technological, 

economic and vocational departments, including educational technologies, all information and 

interactive programs, digital resources, various technological tools and electronic devices, as well 

as communication networks and systems and their services and applications, such as real-time 

exchange of information and ideas, video conferences, distance learning and digital libraries. 
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Correspondingly, the framework law, emphasized the importance of integrating information and 

communication technology into education. The Government should take all necessary and appropriate 

measures to enable educational, training and scientific research institutions in the public and private sectors 

to develop teaching, learning and research resources and media in the education, training and scientific 

research system, through essentially the following mechanisms: 

 

  Promoting the integration of ICT to improve the quality and effectiveness of school materials. 

 Creating laboratories for innovation, production of digital resources and training of experts. 

 Developing distance learning, as a complement to classroom education. 

 Diversifying training and support methods that parallel and assist school education. 

  Implementing e-education gradually in anticipation of making it available for all.  

In addition to these documents, the Ministry has issued manuals and documents on the integration of 

information and communication technology in education. 

 

Having a look at the provisions of the law, it seems that the Moroccan legislator has addressed distance 

education and even emphasized the improvement of this type of education considering it  a complement to 

classroom education,  After having reviewed these legal texts thoroughly , it appears that they are overly 

broad and insufficient to institutionalize distance education. 

 

That begs the questions: Does not institutionalization require the preparation of a legal and legislative 

arsenal consisting of decrees and guidance circulars that make distance education an essential part of the 

education and training system along with classroom education? In light of this case, is the Corona pandemic 

not an appropriate opportunity to accelerate this legal workshop? Is it not necessary to lay down detailed 

and accurate foundations and legislations to keep up with this type of education, far from the framework 

law, to ensure that the legal status of the teacher and the learner is determined? What are the implications 

of distance education on the level of deepening social disparities (digital inequality) and on the labor market 

outcomes? What guarantees will the legislator give to protect intellectual property in the context of distance 

education? 

 

These questions indicate that there is an urgent need for discussion among experts with the contribution of 

schools and different intellectual trends in order to diagnose this educational system and to look into 

comparative experiences to develop legal concepts and approaches to distance education as a subject of field 

study, research and analysis, with the aim of  developing  a comprehensive review of the requirements of 

the framework law to make it compatible with the conditions of the new reality of education imposed by 

the corona pandemic and conform to the international conventions ratified by the Kingdom of Morocco in 

addition to  the need for the national legislation to respond to the requirements of digitization and e-

education and keep pace with their development from the other hand. 
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Conference Key Dates  

Conference Dates: 11th, 12th and 13th of June 2021 in Laayoune 

Abstract Submission Deadline: May 15, 2021. 

Notification of Acceptance: May 20, 2021 

Final Paper Submission Deadline (full paper): May 30, 2021 

SUBMISSION GUIDLINES 

Abstract Submission: the participants need to select of the two topics of their interest. Abstracts should 

not exceed 250-300 words including the title of the paper, a description of the hypothesis, methodology, 

five keyword and author’s details. The participants are required to follow the formatting and submission 

rules recommended as follows:  

Full Paper Submission: length of full paper must be at least 5000 words but no more than 7,000 words. 

Formatting Guidlines: Fonts should be restricted to Times New Roman, size 12 pt., for papers in English 

and French whereas Sakkal Majalla font size 12 pt. should be used for paper in Arabic, 1.5 spacing between 

paragraphs is used for body texts of papers in all languages. 

Conference Languages: Arabic-French-English. 

Originality: all submission must be original; the work, or large parts of it, should not have been published 

previously or be currently under consideration or review elsewhere. 

Conference Contacts: all submissions should be sent by email attachment only to 

covid19project@uiz.ac.ma   

Conference Proceedings: authors will be notified of the proceedings’ date of publication at a later time  

Further information:  

The host (the High School of Technology in Laayoune) will offer the following services to the participants:  

 Transport between the airport and hotel on the date of both arrival and departure 

 Full three - night stay for participants from outside Morocco. 

 Full two-night stay for participants from other parts of Morocco. 

 In special cases, the host provides around-trip e-ticket for participants from outside Morocco 

mailto:covid19project@uiz.ac.ma
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Contact Information: 

For further information about the conference, please feel free to contact us: 

Email address: covid19project@uiz.ac.ma   
Phone number: (+212 662044311) or (+212 707218804) 

 

The Project Coordination Committee : 

Dr. Mokhtar EL MAOUAHAL, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Limame BARBOUCHI, Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Adil EL MADHI, Higher School of Education and Training, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 

 

The Conference Scientific Committee :  

Dr. Hamid RGUIBI IDRISSI, Director of Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, and Dean of 

Faculté Polydisciplinary in Smara Ibn Zohr University – Agadir 

Dr. Abderrahmane AMSIDDER, Director of Higher School of Education and Training, Ibn Zohr 

University - Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Driss EL ABBADI, Dean of FSJES, Ain Sbaa, Hassan II University, Casablanca, Morocco 

Dr. Kamal LAGTATI : Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University – Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Rafika ELYAHYAOUI : Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University – Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Said ERRABEH : Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University – Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Fatima Ezzahrae OUASSOU, Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University – Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Mohamed Salem BOUNAAJ, Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University – Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. El Hassan BENABBOU, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Youssef TAMER, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 

mailto:covid19project@uiz.ac.ma
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Dr. Mohamed BELAMGHARI, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Rachid ACIM, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Abdallah GHAICHA, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco  

Dr. Diaa NOUALI, Higher School of Education and Training, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Samir IBN EL AMINE, FSJES, Ain Sbaa, Hassan II University, Casablanca, Morocco 

Dr. Molay Rachid ELALOUI, FSJES, Ain Sbaa, Hassan II University, Casablanca, Morocco 

Dr. Moulay Abou bakr HAMADANI :Center for Strategic Thinking & Defense of Democracy, Lâayoune, 

Morocco 

Dr. Fallah AL ZOUHIRI, Yarmuk University, IRAQ 

Dr. Khalid AZRI, Lebanese University, Lebanon 

Dr. Mohamed Cheikh BANANE, Ait Melloul Faculty of Law, Ibn Zohr Univeristy, Agadir – Morocco 

Dr. Saad BAHATTI, polydisciplinary, Faculty of Smara, Morocco  

Dr. Mahmoud AYYACH, Center for Strategic Thinking & Defense of Democracy, Lâayoune, Morocco 

Dr. Nadia HAMMOUTI, FSJES, Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdallah University, Fez- Morocco 

Dr. Idriss ELOUAFA, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Hassan ENNASSIRI, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Abdelfattah NACER IDRISSI, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Mustapha AABI, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Abdeljalil ELIDRISSI, Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Hicham EL KHALIFI, Higher School of Education and Training, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Mouna EL HADADI, Higher School of Education and Training, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Yassamine FERTAHI, Higher School of Education and Training, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, 

Morocco 
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Dr. Elhoucine OUACHA, Higher School of Education and Training, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Fabien FENOUILLET : Paris Nanterre University, France 

Dr. Béatrice GHLINON-MELENEC ; Professor Emeritus, Le Havre Normandie University 

Dr. Hassan ASSAKTI, FSJES, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Khadija MDI, FSJES, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Omar NJOUM, FSJES, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Abderrahman HAMMOUCH, FSJES, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Najemeddine SOUGHATI, Ibn Tofail University, Kénitra, Morocco 

Dr. Hassan BELGRA, Center of Teaching Inspectors’ Training, Morocco 

Dr. Marie Elodie ANCEL, Paris 2 Panthéon Assas University, France 

Dr. Fatima CHNANE-DAVIN, Aix-en-Provence University, France 

Dr. Jean Baptiste PERRIER, Aix Marseille University, France  

Dr. Carole EDOUARD, Texas Tech University (TTU), USA 

Dr. Devin THORNBURG, Adelphi University, USA 

Dr. Fathallah DAGHMI, Poitiers University, France 

Dr. Daniela MELARE, Aberta University, Portugal 

Dr. António MOREIRA, Aberta University, Portugal 

Dr. Fouad NEJMEDDINE, Aberta University, Portugal 

 

Conference Coordinators : 

Dr. Kamal LAGTATI, Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University – Agadir, Morocco  

Dr. Said ERRABEH, Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University – Agadir, Morocco  

Dr. Rafika EL YAHYAOUI, Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune Ibn Zohr University – Agadir, 

Morocco  

Dr. Moulay Boubker HAMDANI, Center for Strategic Thinking & Defense of Democracy, Lâayoune, 

Morocco 
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Organizing Committee : 

Dr. Hamid RGUIBI IDRISSI, Director of Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune and Dean of 

Polydisciplinary Faculty of Smara, Ibn Zohr University – Agadir, Morocco  

Dr. Khabid SIDATI, Vice-director of Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University - 

Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Kamal LAGTATI, Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University – Agadir, Morocco  

Dr. Said ERRABEH, Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University – Agadir, Morocco  

Dr. Rafika EL YAHYAOUI, Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune Ibn Zohr University – Agadir, 

Morocco  

Dr. Moulay Boubker HAMDANI, Center for Strategic Thinking & Defense of Democracy, Lâayoune, 

Morocco 

Dr. Moulay Rachid ALAOUI, Ain-Sebaa Faculty of Law, Hassan II University, Casablanca, Morocco 

Dr. Samir Ibn EL AMINE, Ain-Sebaa Faculty of Law, Hassan II University, Casablanca, Morocco 

Dr. Limame BARBOUCHI, Higher School of Technology in Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Fatima Ezzahrae OUASSOU, Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Morocco 

Dr. Mohamed Salem BOUNAAJ, Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Morocco 

Dr. Sidi Mohamed HAMDANI, Polydisciplinary Faculty of Smara, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Hnaka HADBAA, Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 

Dr. Hicham GOUMRHAR, Higher School of Technology, Lâayoune, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, 

Morocco 

Dr. Abdellah BOUNAAJ, NAMAA Center for Studies and Researche on the Sahara, Laayoune, Morocco 

Dr. Ahmed BOUHKOU, NAMAA Center for Studies and Researche on the Sahara, Laayoune, Morocco 

Dr. Youssef ERAKAY, NAMAA Center for Studies and Researche on the Sahara, Laayoune, Morocco 

Mahmoud TOUBBALI, PhD Candidate, Research Laboratory of Values, Society and Development, 

Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 

Mohamed Salem SEMSADI, PhD Candidate, Research Laboratory of Values, Society and Development, 

Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Ibn Zohr University - Agadir, Morocco 


